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CLAIMS 

I claim: 

1. An anti-theft device for a motor vehicle, comprising: 

a steering wheel having a boss engageable with an upper end 
of a steering column of the vehicle, the boss including a bore and a 
base wall at the bottom of the bore; 

bayonet connection means for removably connecting the boss 
to the upper end of the steering column; and 

a locking cap disposed within the bore for fixing the bayonet 
connection between the boss and the upper end, the locking cap 
including means for preventing rotation of the boss relative to the 
upper end, and including means for fixing the locking cap within 
the bore. 

2. The anti-theft device for a motor vehicle of Claim 1, 
wherein the bayonet connection means comprises a plurality of 
elongated slots in the base wall and a corresponding plurality of 
studs extending from the upper end of the steering column and 
engaged within the slots. 

3. The anti-theft device for a motor vehicle of Claim 1, 
wherein the further comprising a covering cap attached to the boss 
for closing the top of the bore. 

4. The anti-theft device for a motor vehicle of Claim 1, 
wherein the rotation preventing means comprises a plurality of 
locking holes in the base wall and a corresponding plurality of 
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locking holes in the upper end of the steering column, the holes in 
the base wall being aligned with the holes in the upper end when 
the boss is connected to the steering column, and a corresponding 
plurality of studs extending from the locking cap and disposed 
within the aligned holes. 

5. The anti-theft device for a motor vehicle of Claim 1, 
wherein the fixing means comprises a pin engaged with the boss. 

6. The anti-theft device for a motor vehicle of Claim 5, 
further comprising an actuating means for actuating the pin into and 
out of engagement with the boss. 

7. The anti-theft device for a motor vehicle of Claim 6, 
wherein the actuating means comprises a finger operated lever 
pivotally attached to the locking cap and operatively engaged with 
the pin for actuating the pin upon pivoting movement of the lever. 

8. An anti-theft device for a motor vehicle, comprising: 

a steering wheel having a boss engageable with an upper end 
of a steering column of the vehicle, the boss including a bore and a 
base wall at the bottom of the bore; 

bayonet connection means for removably connecting the boss 
to the upper end of the steering column; 

a locking cap disposed within the bore for fixing the bayonet 
connection between the boss and the upper end, the locking cap 
including means for preventing rotation of the boss relative to the 
upper end, and including means for fixing the locking cap within 
the bore; 
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wherein the bayonet connection means comprises a plurality 
of elongated slots in the base wall and a corresponding plurality of 
studs extending from the upper end of the steering column and 
engaged within the slots; 

a covering cap being attached to the boss for closing the top 
of the bore; 

wherein the rotation preventing means comprises a plurality 
of locking holes in the base wall and a corresponding plurality of 
locking holes in the upper end of the steering column, the holes in 
the base wall being aligned with the holes in the upper end when 
the boss is connected to the steering column, and a corresponding 
plurality of studs extending from the locking cap and disposed 
within the aligned holes; 

wherein the fixing means comprises a pin engaged with the 

boss; 

an actuating means for actuating the pin into and out of 
engagement with the boss; and 

wherein the actuating means comprises a finger operated lever 
pivotally attached to the locking cap and operatively engaged with 
the pin for actuating the pin upon pivoting movement of the lever. 
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